
 

 

 

2014 Annual Report 

Mali Rising Foundation: 
Empowering the children of 

Mali through education. 

Ten Years of Action 
With your support, this year marked 10 years of service for the 
Mali Rising Foundation. Together, we’ve built 18 schools. 
We’ve provided more than 10,000 middle school students 
with an education.  We’ve delivered books and other supplies 
to teachers. We’ve launched dental and medical expeditions – 
because healthy kids are better able to learn and succeed. 

But we still are still far from achieving our long-term vision of 
a quality middle school within walking distance for every 
child in Mali.  In the next 10 years, we’ll continue to build 
schools in underserved, remote villages. We’ll expand our 
work to ensure those schools provide a high quality education, 
through a focus on support activities such as teacher training, 
materials development, and hygiene programs. Read on for a 
snapshot from 2014…and get excited for the future! 

Our mission is to empower the children of Mali by expanding educational 
opportunities in their own communities. We work to improve children’s 
access to and the quality of their middle school education. 
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2014 Accomplishments 
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Our work in 2014 focused on: increasing access 
to schools, improving the quality of education in 
those schools, and establishing systems to help 
us better document impact. 

Increasing access to schools 

In the 2013/2014 school year, our schools 
educated a total of 3,301 students who would 
have otherwise struggled to attend school.  Since 
Mali Rising’s first school opened its doors, we’ve 
educated 10,831 students. 

In 2014, with the support of our generous donors 
Mali Rising built our 18th school in Zambougou 
(Zam-BOO-goo). The school was sponsored by 
donations from founding patrons, Herbert and 
Jackie Trujillo and Denik (Da-NEEK), a 
premium maker of notebooks and journals 
featuring original work from artists all over the 
world. The new school will serve approximately 
120 children in the village of Zambougou, as 
well as 40-60 children from neighboring villages. 

Staff also identified 5 new villages as priorities 
for future Mali Rising middle school 
construction projects. The survey included 

Expanding our reach and improving our programs 
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visiting the village to meet with leaders and an 
analysis of need and other factors critical to 
long-term sustainability of the schools.  

Our staff also surveyed our existing schools for 
maintenance needs. We largely found that the 
villages were taking good care of the schools, 
but we did find several schools in need of 
attention. Our Mali staff worked with most 
villages to address the problems immediately 
and are partnering with other village leaders to 
address longer-term needs in 2015. 

Improving the quality of education 

Mali Rising has successfully focused on 
increasing access to middle schools in rural 

Education changes lives. 

Continued page 3 
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2014 accomplishments continued from page 2 

• Join us as a member  
• Sign up for our e-newsletter 
• Request a speaker  
• Like us on Facebook 
• Volunteer 

 
You do all of this and more through 
our website: malirisingfdn.org 

You can change lives. 
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villages. However, we know the quality of that 
education is fundamental to changing lives. In 
2014, staff visited our existing schools and 
identified several consistent and core needs: 
improved teacher training, additional books and 
learning materials, and basic hygiene facilities 
for hand washing.  

With the support of donors at our annual Gala, 
Mali Rising is now launching three pilot 
projects to test strategies for addressing these 
core needs. In each pilot project, we are 
working with the schools and villages to design 
possible solutions. In addition, we are starting 
with the assumption that if there is a good 
partner organization in the area, we will work 
with them rather than recreating the wheel. 
Projects will be implemented in select schools 
and evaluated in 2015, before broader rollout at 
our schools. 
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Expanding documentation of impact 

Mali Rising staff and volunteers tackled several 
projects in 2014 to improve our ability to measure 
our impact.  Staff created a database to collect and 
manage critical data about each of our schools, 
including: the number of students per grade; the 
number of teachers, their level of training, and 
their seniority; the need for books; and the results 
of the national 9th grade graduation test. Staff also 
identified other organizations working in each of 
our schools’ villages so we could better partner 
with those organizations. 

This data will be updated at least annually and 
tracked to measure trends in attendance and 
education levels. For example, Mali Rising can 
now better investigate drop out rates or will track 
the percentage of our students taking and passing 
the national 9th grade graduation test compared to 
the national average. 

Get Involved 
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2014 Financials 

Our Board 
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Program 

Administration 

Fundraising 

2014 Expenses 
In 2014, 73 percent of our income went directly to program. 
Another 22 percent covered administrative costs. Just 5 percent was 
spent on fundraising.  

Events 

Individuals 

Corporate 

Misc 

2014 Revenue 
The vast majority – 82 percent – of our 2014 revenue came from 
generous individual donors. Fourteen percent of our revenue was 
generated by our annual Gala and 4 percent from corporate gifts. 

In 2014, Mali Rising raised $155,353 and spent $118,676. Our 
largest expense was for school construction costs, at $55,332. 
Fundraising expenses were kept very low thanks to our dedicated 
board and volunteers. Year-end net assets were $57,184. 


