
 

ABOUT MALI  RISING FOUNDATION

By nearly every measure, Mali is one of the poorest countries on 
earth. Yet it is also a vibrant country, full of hope and 
energy...and great, eager kids.

Mali Rising Foundation envisions a quality middle school 
education within walking distance for every child in Mali?s rural 
villages. We focus on middle school education as a key but weak 
link in the opportunities for Mali?s children to build better, 
healthier lives and communities. 

Our mission is to empower the children of Mali by expanding 
and improving educational opportunities for them within their 
own villages.  Education empowers children to go on to lives that 
improve their own fates, but also the future of their villages and 
of Mali as a whole. 

Make t he Case for  Car ing
Essay Cont est
Mali Rising Foundation seeks to increase U.S. students? knowledge about and understanding of Mali 
and of the value of engaging with international issues. This contest asks students to build a creative, 
persuasive argument for engagement in a country like Mali ? far from students? homes and daily 
concerns. National winners of this essay contest receive cash awards and recognition. Students can 
find helpful research materials and background information at www.malirisingfdn.org starting January 
1, 2017. 

All students enrolled in grades 9-12 in U.S. public, private, and home schools within the United States 
are eligible. The essay must be 300-500 words. Entries must be typed and double-spaced. Contestants 
must submit their essay via email to essay@malirisingfdn.org as a Word or Word-friendly attachment. 
Contestants should review the official rules at www.malirisingfdn.org for additional important 
information. 

Essay t opic 

Why should an average person in the United States invest in educating children in a far-off country like 
Mali? what is in it for us? 

Deadline 

Submissions accepted beginning January 1, 2017. Submission deadline is midnight March 31, 2017. 

Award recognit ion 

First place: $250 cash award and publication online
Second place: $100 cash award and publication online
Third place: $50 cash award and publication online 



By near ly every measure t oday Mali is one of  t he 
poorest  count r ies in t he wor ld.

Educat ion allows kids t o help t hemselves, & help Mali.

We use a model of  part nership wit h remote vil lages.

In partnership with local 
villages, we have built 20 
successful schools.

Our graduation rate is 
approximately 1.5x the 
national average.

Before Mali Rising 
construction, our students 
walked about 3-5 miles on 
average to reach a school.

We do more than build a 
school & walk away: we 
train teachers, provide 
materials, & much more.

For every year of 
secondary education, 
future earnings increase 
by 10 to 20%.

With just a 10% increase in 
a country?s middle school 
enrollment, the risk of war 
decreases by 3%.

$
For every additional year 
of school the average 
citizen has, GDP increases 
by 0.37%.

If all women had a secondary 
education, estimates are 
there would be 49% fewer 
infant and child deaths.
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You can help.
Sign up for our 
monthly e-news at 
malirisingfdn.org. 

It is like a little 
spot of sunshine 
in your in-box 
each month!
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r. Explore ways to 
get involved at 
malirisingfdn.org. 

From spreading 
the word to 
education 
expertise, we can 
use your help.

Make an easy, 
quick donation at 
malirisingfdn.org. 

We use your gift 
wisely so it has a 
huge impact at 
our schools.


